War on Iran - Recent Movement of US Marines & Warships - March 23, 2026
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Meanwhile, the deployment of Marines to the Arabian Sea is seen as bolstering the US military
presence, while a landing on Kharg Island remains unlikely according to military assessments. It is
now probable that the USS Tripoli will be tasked with confronting the Houthis should they join the
war in support of Iran, as well as securing the Red Sea, given the departure of the aircraft carrier
USS Gerald R. Ford for Greece.

The USS Tripoli is a large vessel, approximately 260 meters long, falling somewhere between a
destroyer (around 150 meters) and an aircraft carrier (333 meters). The Tripoli carries F-35 fighter
jets, helicopters, and drones, effectively replacing aircraft carriers, as was the case with the USS
Gerald R. Ford. The latter has been responsible for securing the Red Sea, intercepting missiles fired
at Israel and Saudi Arabia, and serving as a platform for F-35 fighter jets targeting Iran.
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It is worth noting that the USS Tripoli leads two other ships, including the USS New Orleans, and
the three vessels carry a total of 2,500 Marines, forming a strike group similar to those that
accompany aircraft carriers.

According to the U.S. Naval Institute, a fire broke out on March 12 in the laundry room aft of the
aircraft carrier USS Gerald R. Ford, causing damage that necessitated dispersing sailors throughout
the carrier and halting operations on board. The decision was then made to sail the ship to the U.S.
naval base on the Greek island of Crete. Ironically, the deployment of the USS Tripoli to the
conflict zone was announced the day after the fire on the USS Gerald R. Ford, suggesting a
connection between the two incidents.
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The worst thing that could happen in this war right now is for the Houthis to join by threatening
navigation in Bab al-Mandab, which would make the economic crisis worsen terribly.
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Why is it unlikely that Marines will land on Iran's Kharg Island?
Is their mission to secure navigation in Bab al-Mandab
after the departure of the aircraft carrier Gerald Ford?



